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1
CONTROL OF AN ELECTRONIC APPARATUS
USING MICRO-IMPULSE RADAR

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, a computer with micro-
impulse radar (MIR) feedback includes a processing unit
including processing hardware and an operating system con-
figured to run one or more application programs. A display
under control of the processing unit is configured to display
images to a person located in a first region. A MIR is opera-
tively coupled to the processing unit and configured to probe
a second region to detect all or a portion of one or more
individuals, and produce a corresponding MIR signal. At least
one of the processing hardware, operating system, or appli-
cation program is configured to receive information associ-
ated with the MIR signal and determine content or character-
istics of the images displayed on the display responsive to one
or more characteristics of the MIR information.

According to an embodiment, a computer method includes
receiving a sequence of MIR signals corresponding to a per-
son, extracting at least one of a physiological, posture, or
movement parameter from the sequence of MIR signals, cor-
relating the physiological, posture, or movement parameter to
a predicted emotional state of the person, and conditionally
selecting a program execution path responsive to the pre-
dicted emotional state of the person.

According to an embodiment, a tangible computer-read-
able medium carries computer-executable instructions that
cause a computer to receive a sequence of MIR signals cor-
responding to a person, extract at least one of a physiological,
posture, or movement parameter from the sequence of MIR
signals correlate the physiological, posture, or movement
parameter to a predicted emotional state of the person, and
conditionally select a program execution path responsive to
the predicted emotional state of the person.

According to an embodiment, a method for controlling a
computer includes receiving one or more MIR signals from
one or more regions; performing analysis on the one or more
MIR signals to determine presence, movement, posture, and/
or at least one physiological process of each of one or more
persons in the one or more regions; and selecting an operation
parameter of at least one computer responsive to the presence
movement, posture, and/or the physiological process(es) of
the one or more persons.

According to an embodiment, a tangible computer-read-
able medium carries computer-executable instructions that
cause a computer to receive one or more MIR signals from
one or more regions; perform analysis on the one or more
MIR signals to determine presence, movement, posture, and/
or at least one physiological process of each of one or more
persons in the one or more regions; and responsively select an
operation parameter of one or more computers (which may
include only the computer executing the instructions).

According to an embodiment, an entertainment system is
configured to adapt to personal preferences. The entertain-
ment system includes a media output apparatus, such as a
video monitor and/or loudspeakers, configured to present
media content according to one or more program options. A
MIR is operatively coupled to the media output apparatus and
is configured to probe a region proximate the media output
apparatus and output a MIR signal. A controller is configured
to receive the MIR signal, and select the one or more program
options responsive to presence, movement, posture, and/or
physiological parameter(s) corresponding to one or more per-
sons in the probed region.
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The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a micro-impulse
radar (MIR), according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing an illustrative process for
determining the presence of a person in a region with the MIR
of FIG. 1, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing an illustrative process for
determining a physiological parameter of a person in a region
with the MIR of FIG. 1, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is ablock diagram of a system including a computer
with MIR feedback, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is ablock diagram of a system including a computer
with MIR feedback, according to another embodiment.

FIG. 61is a block diagram of'a computer architecture having
an operatively coupled MIR, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a method for controlling
acomputer using parameters determined by a MIR, according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating a method for operating a
computer responsive to an emotional state of a person,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an entertainment system
configured to adapt to personal preferences, according to an
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. In the
drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar compo-
nents, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustrative
embodiments described in the detailed description, drawings,
and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other embodiments
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject matter pre-
sented here.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a micro-impulse
radar (MIR) 101, according to an embodiment. A pulse gen-
erator 102 is configured to output a relatively short voltage
pulse that is applied to a transmit antenna 104. A typical
transmitted pulse width can be between about two hundred
picoseconds and about 5 nanoseconds, for example. The volt-
age pulse can be conditioned and amplified (or attenuated) for
output by a transmitter 108. For example, the transmitter 108
can transmit the voltage pulse or can further condition the
pulse, such as by differentiating a leading and/or trailing edge
to produce a short sub-nanosecond transmitted pulses. The
voltage pulse is typically not modulated onto a carrier fre-
quency. Rather, the voltage pulse transmission spectrum is the
frequency domain transform of the emitted pulse. The MIR
101 can probe a region 110 by emitting a series of spaced
voltage pulses. For example, the series of voltage pulses can
be spaced between about 100 nanoseconds and 100 micro-
seconds apart. Typically, the pulse generator 102 emits the
voltage pulses with non-uniform spacing such as random or
pseudo-random spacing, although constant spacing can be
used if interference or compliance is not a concern. Spacing
between the series of voltage pulses can be varied responsive
to detection of one or more persons 112 in the region 110. For
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example, the spacing between pulses can be relatively large
when a person 112 is not detected in the region 112. Spacing
between pulses can be decreased (responsive to one or more
commands from a controller 106) when a person 112 is
detected in the region 110. For example, the decreased time
between pulses can result in faster MIR data generation for
purposes of more quickly determining information about one
or more persons 112 in the region 110. The emitted series of
voltage pulses can be characterized by spectral components
having high penetration that can pass through a range of
materials and geometries in the region 110.

An object 112 (such as a person) in the probed region 110
can selectively reflect, refract, absorb, and/or otherwise scat-
ter the emitted pulses. A return signal including a reflected,
refracted, absorbed, and/or otherwise scattered signal can be
received by a receive antenna 114. Optionally, the receive
antenna 114 and transmit antenna 104 can be combined into
a single antenna. In a single antenna embodiment, a filter (not
shown) can be used to separate the return signal from the
emitted pulse.

A probed region 110 can be defined according to an angular
extent and distance from the transmit antenna 104 and the
receive antenna 114. Distance can be determined by a range
delay 116 configured to trigger a receiver 118 operatively
coupled to the receive antenna 114. For example, the receiver
118 can include a voltage detector such as a capture-and-hold
capacitor or network. The range delay corresponds to dis-
tance into the region 110. Range delay can be modulated to
capture information corresponding to different distances.

A signal processor 120 can be configured to receive detec-
tion signals or data from the receiver 118 and the analog to
digital converter 122, and by correlating range delay to the
detection signal, extract data corresponding to the probed
region 110 including the object 112.

Optionally, the MIR 101 can include a second receive
antenna 1145. The second receive antenna can be operatively
coupled to a second receiver 1185 coupled to an output of the
range delay 116 or a separate range delay (not shown) con-
figured to provide a delay selected for a depth into the region
110. The signal processor 120 can further receive output from
a second A/D converter 1225 operatively coupled to the sec-
ond receiver 1185.

The signal processor 120 can be configured to compare
detection signals received by the antennas 114, 1145. For
example, the signal processor 120 can search for common
signal characteristics such as similar reflected static signal
strength or spectrum, similar (or corresponding) Doppler
shift, and/or common periodic motion components, and com-
pare the respective range delays corresponding to detection
by the respective antennas 114, 1145. Signals sharing one or
more characteristics can be correlated to triangulate to a loca-
tion of one or more objects 112 in the region 110 relative to
known locations of the antennas 114, 1145. The triangulated
locations can be output as computed ranges of angle or com-
puted ranges of extent.

For example, a first signal corresponding to a reflected
pulse received by an antenna element 114 can be digitized by
an analog-to-digital converter (A/D) 122 to form a first digi-
tized waveform. A second signal corresponding to the
reflected pulse received by a second antenna element 1145
can similarly be digitized by and A/D 1225 (or alternatively
by the same A/D converter 122) to form a second digitized
waveform. The signal processor 120 can compare the first and
second digitized waveforms and deduce angular information
from the first and second digitized waveforms and known
geometry of the first and second antenna elements.
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A second pulse can be received at a second range delay 116
value and can be similarly signal processed to produce a
second set of angular information that maps a second surface
at a different distance. Depth within a given range delay can
be inferred from a strength of the reflected signal. A greater
number of signals can be combined to provide additional
depth information. A series of pulses can be combined to form
a time series of signals corresponding to the object 112 that
includes movement information of the object 112 through the
region 110. The object 112 described herein can include one
Or more persons.

The signal processor 120 outputs MIR data. The MIR data
can include object location information, object shape infor-
mation, object velocity information, information about inclu-
sion of high density and/or conductive objects such as jew-
elry, cell phones, glasses including metal, etc., and
physiological information related to periodic motion. The
MIR data can include spatial information, time-domain
motion information, and/or frequency domain information.
Optionally, the MIR data can be output in the form of an
image. MIR data in the form of an image can include a surface
slice made of pixels or a volume made of voxels. Optionally,
the image can include vector information.

The MIR data from the signal processor 120 is output to a
signal analyzer 124. The signal analyzer 124 can be integrated
with the signal processor 120 and/or can be included in the
same MIR 101, as shown. Alternatively, the signal processor
120 can output MIR data through an interface to a signal
analyzer 124 included in an apparatus separate from the MIR
101.

A signal analyzer 124 can be configured to extract desired
information from MIR data received from the signal proces-
sor 120. Data corresponding to the extracted information can
be saved in a memory for access by a data interface 126 or can
be pushed out the data interface 126.

The signal analyzer 124 can be configured to determine the
presence of a person 112 in the region 110. For example, MIR
data from the signal processor can include data having a static
spectrum at a location in the region 110, and a periodic motion
spectrum corresponding to the location characteristic of a
human physiological process (e.g. heartbeat and/or breath-
ing). From the correspondence of such MIR data, it can be
deduced that a person 112 is at the location in the region 110.
The signal analyzer 124 can be configured to determine a
number of persons 112 in the region 110. The signal analyzer
124 can be configured to determine the size of a person and/or
relative size of anatomical features of a person 112 in the
region 110. The signal analyzer 124 can be configured to
determine the presence of an animal 112 in the region 110.
The signal analyzer 124 can be configured to determine
movement and/or speed of movement of a person 112 through
the region 110. The signal analyzer 124 can be configured to
determine or infer the orientation of a person 112 such as the
direction a person is facing relative to the region 110. The
signal analyzer 124 can be configured to determine one or
more physiological aspects of a person 112 in the region 110.
The signal analyzer 124 can determine presence of a personal
appliance such as a cell phone, PDA, etc. and/or presence of
metallized objects such as credit cards, smart cards, access
cards, etc. The signal analyzer 124 can infer the gender and
age of one or more persons based on returned MIR data. For
example, male bodies can generally be characterized by
higher mass density than female bodies, and thus can be
characterized by somewhat greater reflectivity at a given
range. Adult female bodies can exhibit relatively greater har-
monic motion (“jiggle”) responsive to movements, and can
thus be correlated to harmonic spectra characteristics. Older
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persons generally move differently than younger persons,
allowing an age inference based on detected movement in the
region 110.

By determination of one or more such aspects and/or com-
binations of aspects, the signal analyzer 124 can determine a
demographic of one or more persons 112 in the region 110.

For example, MIR data can include movement correspond-
ing to the beating heart of one or more persons 112 in the
region 110. The signal analyzer 124 can filter the MIR data to
remove information not corresponding to a range of heart
rates, and determine one or more heart rates by comparing
movement of the heart surface to the MIR signal rate. The one
or more heart rates can further be characterized according to
a confidence factor, depending on statistical certainty regard-
ing the determined one or more heart rates.

Similarly, the signal analyzer 124 can determine one or
more respiration rates by measuring movement correspond-
ing to the chest or diaphragm of one or more persons 112. The
signal analyzer 124 can determine movement, a direction of
movement, and/or a rate of movement of one or more persons
112 in the region 110. Operation of the signal analyzer 124 is
described in greater detail below by reference to FIGS. 2 and
3.

An electronic controller 106 can be operatively coupled to
the pulse generator 102, the transmitter 108, the range delay
116, the receiver 118, the analog-to-digital converter 122, the
signal processor 120, and/or the signal analyzer 124 to control
the operation of the components of the MIR 101. For embodi-
ments so equipped, the electronic controller 106 can also be
operatively coupled to the second receiver 1185, and the
second analog-to-digital converter 1225. The data interface
126 can include a high speed interface configured to output of
data from the signal analyzer 124. Alternatively, for cases
where signals are analyzed externally to the MIR, the data
interface 126 can include a high speed interface configured to
output MIR data from the signal processor 120. The data
interface 126 can include an interface to the controller 106.
Optionally, the controller 106 can be interfaced to external
systems via a separate interface (not shown).

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing an illustrative process 201
for determining the presence of one or more persons 112 in
the region 110 with the signal analyzer 124 of the MIR 101,
according to an embodiment. Beginning with step 202, MIR
data is received as described above in conjunction with FIG.
1. The MIR data can correspond to a plurality of probes of the
region 110. Proceeding to optional step 204, the MIR data can
be enhanced to facilitate processing. For example, grayscale
data corresponding to static reflection strength as a function
of triangulated position can be adjusted, compressed, quan-
tized, and/or expanded to meet a desired average signal
brightness and range. Additionally or alternatively, velocity
information corresponding to Doppler shift, and/or frequency
transform information corresponding to periodically varying
velocity can similarly be adjusted, compressed, quantized,
and/or expanded. Systematic, large scale variations in bright-
ness can be balanced, such as to account for side-to-side
variations in antenna coupling to the region. Contrast can be
enhanced such as to amplify reflectance variations in the
region.

Proceeding to optional step 206, a spatial filter can be
applied. Application of a spatial filter can reduce processing
time and/or capacity requirements for subsequent steps
described below. The spatial filter may, for example, include
a computed angle or computed extent filter configured to
remove information corresponding to areas of contrast,
velocity, or frequency component(s) having insufficient
physical extent to be large enough to be an object of interest.
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The spatial filter may, for example, identify portions of the
region 110 having sufficient physical extent to correspond to
body parts or an entire body of a person 112, and remove
features corresponding to smaller objects such as small ani-
mals, leaves of plants, or other clutter. According to an
embodiment, the spatial filter can remove information corre-
sponding to areas of contrast, velocity, or frequency compo-
nent(s) having physical extent greater than a maximum angle
or extent that is likely to correspond to a person or persons
112. In other embodiments, the spatial filter applied in step
206 can eliminate small, low contrast features, but retain
small, high contrast features such as jewelry, since such body
ornamentation can be useful in some subsequent processes.
The step of applying the spatial filter 206 can further include
removing background features from the MIR data. For
example, a wall lying between an antenna 104, 114 and the
region 110 can cast a shadow such as a line in every MIR
signal. Removal of such constant features can reduce subse-
quent processing requirements.

Proceeding to optional step 208, an edge-finder can iden-
tify edges of objects 112 in the region 110. For example, a
global threshold, local threshold, second derivative, or other
algorithm can identify edge candidates. Object edges can be
used, for example, to identify object shapes, and thus relieve
subsequent processes from operating on grayscale data.
Alternatively, step 208 can be omitted and the process of
identifying objects can be performed on the grayscale MIR
data.

Proceeding to step 210, processed data corresponding to
the MIR data is compared to a database to determine a match.
The object data received from step 202 (and optionally steps
204,206, and/or 208) can be compared to corresponding data
for known objects in a shape database. Step 210 can be per-
formed on a grayscale signal, but for simplicity of description
it will be assumed that optional step 208 was performed and
matching is performed using object edges, velocity, and/or
spectrum values. For example, the edge of an object 112 in the
region 110 can include a line corresponding to the outline of
the head and torso, cardiac spectrum, and movements char-
acteristic of a young adult male. A first shape in the shape
database can include the outline of the head and torso, cardiac
spectrum, density, and movements characteristic of a young
adult female and/or the head and torso outline, cardiac spec-
trum, density, and movements characteristic of a generic
human. The differences between the MIR data and the shape
database shape can be measured and characterized to derive a
probability value. For example, a least-squares difference can
be calculated.

Optionally, the object shape from the MIR data can be
stepped across, magnified, and stepped up and down the
shape database data to minimize a sum-of-squares difference
between the MIR shape and the first shape in the shape data-
base. The minimum difference corresponds to the probability
value for the first shape.

Proceeding to step 212, if the probability value for the first
shape is the best probability yet encountered, the process
proceeds to step 214. For the first shape tested, the first prob-
ability value is the best probability yet encountered. If an
earlier tested shape had a higher probability to the MIR data,
the process loops back from step 212 to step 210 and the fit
comparison is repeated for the next shape from the shape
database.

In step 214, the object type for the compared shape from the
shape database and the best probability value for the com-
pared shape are temporarily stored for future comparison
and/or output. For example, the compared shape from the
shape database can be identified by metadata that is included
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in the database or embedded in the comparison data. Proceed-
ing to step 216, the process either loops back to step 210 or
proceeds to step 218, depending on whether a test is met. If
the most recently compared shape is the last shape available
for comparison, then the process proceeds to step 218.
Optionally, if the most recently compared shape is the last
shape that the process has time to compare (for example, if a
new MIR data is received and/or if another process requires
output data from the process 201) then the process proceeds to
step 218. In step 218, the object type and the probability value
is output. The process can then loop back to step 202 and the
process 201 can be repeated.

Otherwise, the process 201 loops from step 216 back to
step 210. Again, in step 210, the next comparison shape from
a shape database is loaded. According to an embodiment, the
comparison can proceed from the last tested shape in the
shape database. In this way, if the step 218 to 202 loop occurs
more rapidly than all objects in the shape database can be
compared, the process eventually works its way through the
entire shape database. According to an embodiment, the
shape database can include multiple copies of the same object
at different orientations, distances, and positions within the
region. This can be useful to reduce processing associated
with stepping the MIR shape across the shape database shape
and/or changing magnification.

The object type can include determination of a number of
persons 112 in the region 110. For example, the shape data-
base can include outlines, cardiac and/or respiration spectra,
density, and movement characteristics for plural numbers of
persons. According to embodiments, the shape library can
include shapes not corresponding to persons. This can aid in
identification of circumstances where no person 212 is in the
region 210. Optionally, process 201 can be performed using
plural video frames such as averaged video frames or a series
of video frames. Optionally, steps 212, 214, and 216 can be
replaced by a single decision step that compares the probabil-
ity to a predetermined value and proceeds to step 218 if the
probability meets the predetermined value. This can be use-
ful, for example, in embodiments where simple presence or
absence of a person 212 in the region 210 is sufficient infor-
mation.

According to an embodiment, the signal analysis process
201 of FIG. 2 can be performed using conventional software
running on a general-purpose microprocessor. Optionally, the
process 201 using various combinations of hardware, firm-
ware, and software and can include use of a digital signal
processor.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing an illustrative process 301
for determining one or more particular physiological param-
eters of a person 112 in the region 110 with the signal analyzer
124 ofthe MIR 101, according to an embodiment. Optionally,
the process 301 of FIG. 3 can be performed conditional to the
results of another process such as the process 201 of FIG. 2.
For example, ifthe process 201 determines that no person 112
is in the region 110, then it can be preferable to continue to
repeat process 201 rather than execute process 301 in an
attempt to extract one or more particular physiological
parameters from a person that is not present.

Beginning with step 302, a series of MIR time series data is
received. While the received time series data need not be
purely sequential, the process 301 generally needs the time
series data received in step 302 to have a temporal capture
relationship appropriate for extracting time-based informa-
tion. According to an embodiment, the MIR time series data
can have a frame rate between about 16 frames per second and
about 120 frames per second. Higher capture rate systems can
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benefit from depopulating frames, such as by dropping every
other frame, to reduce data processing capacity requirements.

Proceeding to step 304, the MIR video frames can be
enhanced in a manner akin to that described in conjunction
with step 204 of FIG. 2. Optionally, step 304 can include
averaging and/or smoothing across multiple MIR time series
data. Proceeding to optional step 306, a frequency filter can be
applied. The frequency filter can operate by comparing
changes between MIR time series data to a reference fre-
quency band for extracting a desired physical parameter. For
example, if a desired physiological parameter is a heart rate,
then it can be useful to apply a pass band for periodic move-
ments having a frequency between about 20 cycles per minute
and about 200 cycles per minute, since periodic motion
beyond those limits is unlikely to be related to a human heart
rate. Alternatively, step 304 can include a high pass filter that
removes periodic motion below a predetermined limit, but
retains higher frequency information that can be useful for
determining atypical physiological parameters.

Proceeding to optional step 308, a spatial filter can be
applied. The spatial filter may, for example, include a pass
band filter configured to remove information corresponding
to areas of contrast having insufficient physical extent to be
large enough to be an object of interest, and remove informa-
tion corresponding to areas too large to be an object of inter-
est. The spatial filter may, for example, identify portions of
the region 110 having sufficient physical extent to correspond
to the heart, diaphragm, or chest of'a person 112, and remove
signal features corresponding to smaller or larger objects. The
step of applying the spatial filter 308 can further include
removing background features from the MIR data. For
example, a wall lying between an antenna 104, 114 (1145)
and the region 110 can cast a shadow such as a line in every
instance of MIR data. Removal of such constant features can
reduce subsequent processing requirements.

Proceeding to step 310, movement such as periodic move-
ment in the MIR time series data is measured. For example,
when a periodic motion is to be measured, a time-to-fre-
quency domain transform can be performed on selected sig-
nal elements. For example, when a non-periodic motion such
as translation or rotation is to be measured, a rate of move-
ment of selected signal elements can be determined. Option-
ally, periodic and/or non-periodic motion can be measured in
space vs. time. Arrhythmic movement features can be mea-
sured as spread in frequency domain bright points or can be
determined as motion vs. time. Optionally, subsets of the
selected signal elements can be analyzed for arrhythmic fea-
tures. Optionally plural subsets of selected signal elements
can be cross-correlated for periodic and/or arrhythmic fea-
tures. Optionally, one or more motion phase relationships
between plural subsets of selected signal features, between a
subset of a selected signal feature and the signal feature, or
between signal features can be determined.

For example, a person with a hiccup can be detected as a
non-periodic or arrhythmic motion superimposed over peri-
odic motion of a signal element corresponding to the dia-
phragm of the person.

Proceeding to step 312, a physiological parameter can be
calculated. For example, MIR data can include data having a
periodic motion spectrum corresponding to the location char-
acteristic of a human physiological process (e.g. heartbeat
and/or breathing). Step 312 can include determining one or
more heart rates by comparing movement of the heart surface
to the MIR signal rate. The one or more heart rates can further
be characterized according to a confidence factor, depending
on statistical certainty regarding the determined one or more
heart rates. Similarly, step 312 can include determining one or
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more respiration rates by measuring movement correspond-
ing to the chest or diaphragm of one or more persons.

Proceeding to step 314, the physiological parameter can be
output. Proceeding to step 316, if there are more locations to
measure, the process 301 can loop back to execute step 308.
If there are not more locations to measure, the process can
proceed to step 318. In step 318, if there are more physiologi-
cal parameters to measure, the process 301 can loop back to
execute step 306. If there are not more physiological param-
eters to measure, the process 301 can loop back to step 302,
and the process 301 of FIG. 3 can be repeated.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system 401 including a
computer with MIR feedback, according to an embodiment.
The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback 401
includes a processing unit 402 including processing hardware
and an operating system configured to run one or more appli-
cation programs. A display 404 is under control of the pro-
cessing unit 402 and configured to display images to a person
112 located in a first region 406. The first region 406 can be
considered the viewing region. A MIR 101 is operatively
coupled to the processing unit 402 and configured to probe a
second region 110 to detect all or a portion of one or more
individuals 112. According to an embodiment, the one or
more individuals 112 can include a user of the computer
system 401. The user can input commands to run the operat-
ing system and/or application programs on the processing
unit 402.

As described in FIGS. 1-3, the MIR 101 is configured to
produce a MIR signal. Depending on how the MIR 101 and
computer processing unit 402 are configured, the MIR signal
can be substantially the same as MIR data output by the signal
processor 120 described above. Alternatively, at least a por-
tion of the MIR signal processing and/or analysis can be
performed by the computer processing unit 402, and the MIR
signal can be more primitive than output of MIR analysis.
Alternatively, the MIR signal can correspond to a signal out-
put by the signal analyzer 122.

According to approaches described herein, at least one of
the processing hardware, operating system, or application
program portions of the processing unit 402 is configured to
receive information associated with the MIR signal and deter-
mine content or characteristics of the images displayed on the
display 404 responsive to one or more characteristics of the
micro-impulse radar information.

As indicated in FIG. 4, the first region 406 and second
region 110 can be substantially coincident, such as when a
majority of the regions 406 and 110 overlap. Referring to
FIG. 5, the system 501 can alternatively be configured such
that the second region 110 is a portion of the first region 406.
For example, the MIR probe region 110 can be configured to
measure characteristics of a portion 112a of the person 112. If
the portion 112a of the person 112 corresponds to a hand, for
example, the MIR 101 can receive signals corresponding to
hand gestures such as gestures corresponding to operation of
a virtual pointing device, operation of a virtual keyboard,
American Sign Language (ASL), or other gesture convention.
A person 112 shall be understood to include one or more
portions 112a.

Alternatively, the first region 406 can be a portion of the
second region 110. The MIR can be configured to probe a
second region 110 that is larger than the region 406 from
which the display 404 can be viewed. For example, the com-
puter processing unit 402 can be configured to select a param-
eter and output an image on the display 404 in anticipation of
one or more persons 110 entering the viewing region 406. In
another alternative, the first and second regions 406, 110 can
be substantially non-coincident. For example, the MIR can
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probe aperson 112 traveling through a second region 110, and
the computer processing unit 402 can output an image to the
display 404 at a time substantially coincident with the person
112 entering the viewing region 406.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-3, the MIR signals can include
a MIR image. The MIR signals can correspond to MIR data,
such as MIR data output by the signal processor 120.

Referring to FIG. 1, the MIR 101 of FIGS. 4 and 5 can
include a transmitter 108 configured to transmit electromag-
netic pulses toward the second region 112. A range delay gate
116 can be configured to delay the pulses to trigger at least
one receiver 118. Thus, the receiver 118 can be synchronized
to the range delay gate 116 and configured to receive electro-
magnetic energy scattered from the pulses as they encounter
objects, such as one or more persons 112, in the region 110. A
signal processor 120 can be configured to receive signals or
data from the receiver 118 and perform signal processing on
the signals or data to extract one or more signals correspond-
ing to at least one of human presence, human movement,
human posture, or human physiological processes.

As shown in FIG. 4, the MIR 101 can be configured as a
separate device from and operatively coupled to the computer
processing unit 402. For example, the MIR 101 can be con-
figured to communicate with the computer process via an
exposed interface such as usb, IEEE 802.11x%, line level
inputs, or other conventional data interface. Alternatively, as
indicated in FIG. 5, the MIR 101 can be integrated into the
computer processing unit 402. Various levels of integration
and partitioning are contemplated. The signal processor 120
can be integrated into the computer processing unit 402.
Similarly, the signal processor 120 can be integrated into the
MIR 101. This distinction may be moot in cases where the
MIR 101 is integrated into the computer processing unit 402.

Referring to FIG. 6, according to an embodiment, the sig-
nal processor 120 can be configured as a portion of the pro-
cessing hardware. The signal processor 120 can be embodied
as software operable to run on the processing unit 402, a
relatively low cost solution when the microprocessor (s) 604
has sufficient bandwidth. The signal processor 120 can simi-
larly include both dedicated hardware and computer execut-
able instructions operable to run on the processing hardware.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a computer architecture 602
having an operatively coupled MIR 101, according to an
embodiment. The computer 602 typically includes a micro-
processor 604 operatively coupled to computer memory 606
(which includes tangible computer-readable media capable
of carrying computer-readable instructions), computer stor-
age 608 including a storage medium 610 that forms a tangible
computer-readable medium capable of carrying computer-
readable instructions, a data interface 612, and one or more
human interfaces 614. For example, the human interface can
include a keyboard, a computer pointing device such as a
mouse, a touch screen, and/or a microphone. As indicated
above, the MIR 101 can operate as a human interface and can
augment or replace one or more conventional human inter-
face apparatuses 614. The computer 602 can include or be
operatively coupled to a display 404 and/or one or more
additional output apparatuses (not shown) configured to out-
put program output and/or media to one or more persons 112.
The display 404 and/or one or more additional output appa-
ratuses (not shown) are configured to output information,
entertainment, etc. to the one or more persons 112 in a first
region 406. The MIR 101 is configured to probe a second
region 110 and responsively output an MIR signal or MIR
data corresponding to presence, movement, posture, and/or
physiological processes of one or more persons 112 in a
region 406. As described in conjunction with FIGS. 4 and 5,
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the regions 110 and 406 can be substantially coincident, over-
lapping, disjointed, and/or one region can be a subset of the
other region.

The MIR can be embedded in a computer motherboard.
Optionally, the MIR 101 can be configured as an expansion
card such as a card compliant with ISA, PCI, PCI Express,
NuBus, or other standard. Optionally, the MIR can be physi-
cally separate from and operatively coupled to the computer
602, such as through an exposed interface (not shown).
Optionally, the MIR 101 can include an integrated signal
processor, which can include Fourier transformation hard-
ware or software. Optionally, signal processing can be per-
formed using software running on the hardware 602 repre-
sented in FIG. 6. The MIR 101 and/or the computer 602 can
include a signal analyzer configured to receive signals or data
from the signal processor and to perform signal analysis to
determine, from the one or more extracted signals, variable
data corresponding to human presence, human movement,
human posture, and/or the human physiological processes.
The computer 602 can control media content and/or program
execution responsive to the received variable data corre-
sponding to human presence, human movement, human pos-
ture, and/or the human physiological processes.

The MIR 101 can include an interface operatively coupled
to a signal analyzer and configured to output MIR data includ-
ing variable data corresponding to human 112 presence,
human movement, human posture, and/or human physiologi-
cal processes to the processing unit 602. A signal processor
can be configured to output MIR data corresponding to
human 112 presence, human movement, human posture, and/
or human physiological processes to one or more memory
circuit 606 or storage device 608, 610 locations.

An operating system running on the computer 602 can be
configured to read at least a subset of the MIR data at the one
or more memory circuit 606 or storage device 608, 610 loca-
tions and responsively adjust one or more operating system
parameters. Responsive adjustment of one or more operating
system parameters may, for example, include waking the
operating system from a sleep mode responsive to MIR data
corresponding to human presence in the second region 110.
Similarly, adjustment of one or more operating system
parameters can include entering a sleep mode responsive to
MIR data corresponding to departure of an individual 112
from the second region 110.

Additionally or alternatively, an application running on the
computer 602 can be configured to read at least a subset of the
MIR data at the one or more memory circuit 606 or storage
device 608, 610 locations and responsively adjust one or more
application parameters.

For example, adjustment one or more operating system
parameters or application parameters can include selection of
terse prompts or fast response responsive to MIR data corre-
sponding to human 112 movement, posture, or physiological
processes characteristic of impatience or urgency. Addition-
ally or alternatively, adjustment of one or more operating
system or application parameters can include conversion of
the MIR data into cursor movements. For example, adjust-
ment of one or more application or operating system param-
eters can includes conversion of the MIR data into computer
pointer device 614 commands.

As indicated above, an application program running on the
computer 602 can be configured to read at least a subset of the
MIR data at the one or more memory circuit 606 or storage
device 608, 610 locations and responsively adjust application
program parameters. For example, an application program
can be configured to convert the MIR data to program com-
mands. Alternatively or additionally, the application program
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can be configured to convert the MIR data to one or more
preferences selections. For example, one or more preferences
selections can include automated help, terse response, ver-
bose response, and/or video magnification.

As indicated above, information associated with the MIR
signal can correspond to a human 112 physiological process.
Such a physiological process can include heartbeat, tremor,
perspiration, and/or breathing, for example. An application
program and/or operating system can further be configured to
correlate the physiological process, movement, and/or pos-
ture to a predicted emotional state of an individual 112. The
operating system and/or application program can be config-
ured to conditionally select a program execution path as a
function of the predicted emotional state.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a method 701 for control-
ling a computer using parameters determined by a MIR,
according to an embodiment. A first section 702 of the
method 701 corresponds to generation of an operating param-
eter for controlling an operating system and/or application
program. Section 702 can be performed by hardware, by an
application program, and/or by an operating system, for
example.

Beginning at step 704, one or more MIR signals is received
from one or more regions (e.g., one or more regions 110). For
example, the MIR signals can include a MIR image. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the MIR signals can correspond to
MIR data.

Proceeding to step 706, analysis is performed on the one or
more MIR signals to determine presence, movement, posture,
and/or one or more physiological processes of one or more
persons in the one or more regions. For example, the one or
more persons can include a user of the computer. Approaches
to determining presence, movement, posture, and/or physi-
ological processes of persons are described above in conjunc-
tion with FIGS. 1-3, for example. For example, physiological
processes can include heartbeat, perspiration, tremor, and/or
breathing, and corresponding physiological parameters can
include heart rate, moistness of the skin, a periodic movement
or shaking, or breathing rate.

Proceeding to step 708, an operating parameter, which can
include one or more operating parameters, is selected and
output for at least one computer responsive to the presence,
movement, posture, and/or one or more physiological pro-
cesses of the one or more persons in the one or more regions.

For example, a physiological parameter can be indicative
of a physiological state of the person and determine an oper-
ating parameter for the computer. Determining an operating
parameter can include correlating at least one physiological
parameter to a predicted emotional state. For example, cor-
relating the at least one physiological parameter to the pre-
dicted emotional state can include correlating the physiologi-
cal parameter to an autonomic nervous system state and
correlating the autonomic nervous system state to the pre-
dicted emotional state.

Similarly, a posture can be indicative of a physiological
state and/or an intent. For example, a person lying prone may
be unconscious, asleep, or relaxed. A person who is hunched
or collapsed on the ground may be injured, sick, or emotional.
A stance may be threatening or precarious. A movement may
indicate good balance or a lack of balance. Another move-
ment and/or tremor may correspond to laughing, coughing, or
sneezing. A detected movement stability, periodicity, and/or
tremor may indicate decreased motor control, shaking, trem-
bling, or undergoing a seizure. Such a posture or movement
may be conscious or may be unconscious. Embodiments
herein include driving an electronic apparatus responsive to
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these and other indications of a command, a condition, or an
intent that may be extracted from or included in MIR data.

A data value corresponding to the operating parameter can
be written to computer memory or a storage device. Alterna-
tively, line levels can be set at pins of a microprocessor or
other hardware, a combination of one or more line levels
being set according to the analyzed MIR signals. A number of
parameters and/or line levels can be selected to correspond to
the sophistication of control desired. For example, simple
presence or absence of a person in a region can be commu-
nicated to the computer by setting a bit or a single line level.

A larger number of bits or lines, or a greater number of
variables can be set to correspond to control the computer
with greater sophistication. For example, an X-Y location or
velocity of a digit of'a hand (representing a computer pointer,
e.g. mouse, position) can be represented to high precision by
two bytes for each axis. A vertical position or velocity of the
digit (representing a pointer device selection, e.g. mouse
click) can be represented by as little as a single bit if software
filtering is not desired. Similarly, operating parameters can be
determined or output corresponding to one or more of other
presence data such as a probability of presence of a person,
movement such as body movements and/or velocity intended
to control a computer game, posture (such as lying prone,
adopting an aggressive stance, or being hunched over, and/or
physiological parameters such as parameters corresponding
to tremor, perspiration, heart rate, and/or breathing depth and
rate.

After outputting one or more operating parameters, the
process section 702 loops back to step 704 and is repeated.
The frequency of looping can be determined according to an
operating state. For example, if the system is in a sleep mode
and is intended to wake up when a person enters a region,
looping can be relatively slow, such as once per second. On
the other hand, if the computer is in active operation with
movements used to control a cursor, then looping can be
relatively rapid, such as once per millisecond to once per 100
milliseconds, depending on desired responsiveness, band-
width, and/or preferred limits on MIR probe radiation.

Section 710 of the process 701 can be performed asynchro-
nously from process 702. For example, section 710 can be
performed by a device driver, API, or other operating system-
related process. Starting with step 712, the operating param-
eter is read. Proceeding to step 714, the new operating param-
eter can be compared to previous values of the operating
parameter or a function of previous values of the operating
parameter, if the operating parameter has not changed (e.g. in
a statistically significant way), the process can loop back
through an optional process 718 and then to step 712. The
optional process 718 may, for example, perform filtering such
as debounce or other noise reduction. The process 718 can be
programmable, with its functionality determined by context.
In this way, the test performed in step 714 can be required to
be performed a plurality of times prior to the condition being
determined true. If step 714 is determined to be true, the
process proceeds to step 716, where the parameter is loaded.
For example, loading the parameter can include writing a
value (either the value of the operating parameter or a corre-
sponding data value) into a memory or storage location that
can be accessed by other processes, or can include setting one
or more line levels on pins of a microprocessor or other
hardware.

For example, selecting an operation parameter and/or sub-
sequent performance of section 710 of process 701 can
include waking portions of the computer when the one or
more persons enters the one or more regions. According to an
embodiment, prior to waking the portions of the computer,
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performing analysis on a sequence of micro-impulse radar
signals can determine a probability that the one or more
persons has an intent to use the computer. Determining the
probability that the one or more persons has an intent to use
the computer can include analyzing movements of the one or
more persons. For example, the one or more persons can be
determined to have a high probability of intent to use the
computer when the one or more persons enter a computer
operating position. For example, one or more persons can be
determined to have a high probability of intent to use the
computer when the one or more persons approach near to or
reach for a computer keyboard or a computer pointing device
and/or approach the computer display.

Similarly, selecting an operation parameter and/or subse-
quent performance of section 710 of process 701 can includ-
ing placing one or more portions of the computer in a sleep
mode when the one or more persons leaves the one or more
regions. According to an embodiment, prior to putting por-
tions of the computer to sleep, performing analysis on a
sequence of MIR signals can determine a probability that the
one or more persons has an intent to stop using the computer.

When a parameter or parameters are loaded in step 716, the
parameter or parameters can be read by an operating system
and/or one or more application programs. Proceeding to step
720, which can be performed asynchronously from section
710 of the process 701, program execution can be performed
responsive to the loaded parameter or parameters.

According to another embodiment, selecting an operation
parameter includes conditionally selecting computer pro-
gram logic. For example, sections 702 and 710 can include
analyzing movements and/or posture of the one or more per-
sons. Loading the parameter(s) in step 716 can amount to
entering one or more software commands responsive to the
movements and/or posture.

Referring to step 720, the one or more software commands
can include commands to operate game software on the com-
puter. For example, the one or more software commands can
be selected to drive virtual movements of one or more game
entities corresponding to the movements of the one or more
persons.

The method described in conjunction with FIG. 7 can be
physically embodied as computer executable instructions car-
ried by a tangible computer readable medium. According to
embodiments, the method shown in FIG. 7 can be used in
apparatuses other than general purpose computers, such as
video gaming systems, entertainment systems, and/or other
systems that benefit from MIR input to electronic processing
functions.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating a method 801 for operat-
ing a computer responsive to an emotional state of a person,
according to an embodiment. The person can be a user of the
computer.

Beginning with step 802, a sequence of MIR signals is
received, the signals including characteristics corresponding
to aperson. The MIR signals can include micro-impulse radar
image. The MIR signals can correspond to micro-impulse
radar data, such as MIR data produced by a signal analyzer, as
described in conjunction with FIGS. 1-3.

Proceeding to step 804, at least one parameter correspond-
ing to at least one of a physiology, posture, or movement of
the person is extracted from the sequence of MIR signals. For
example, a physiological parameter can include at least one of
heartbeat, perspiration on the skin of the person, tremor, or
respiration. The physiological parameter (optionally along
with posture and/or movement) can determine the physi-
ological state of the person.
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Proceeding to step 806 the at least one parameter extracted
in step 804 is correlated to a predicted emotional state of the
person. For example, correlating a physiological, posture, or
movement parameter to the predicted emotional state can
include correlating the physiological parameter to an auto-
nomic nervous system state. Step 804 can include labeling the
predicted emotional state a positive or negative.

Proceeding to step 808 a program execution path is condi-
tionally selected responsive to the predicted emotional state
of the person. Conditionally selecting a program execution
path can include conditionally selecting a program execution
path predicted to please the person.

Conditionally selecting a program execution path can
include to activating a program function correlated to a posi-
tive emotional state. Alternatively, conditionally selecting a
program execution path can include disabling a program
function correlated to a negative emotional state. For
example, disabling a program function correlated to a nega-
tive emotional state can include disabling an automatic for-
mat function correlated to a negative emotional state.

Referring to step 804, if the person is confused or otherwise
uncertain of how to perform a function or what function to
perform, he or she can display movement, posture, and/or
physiological signs such as tensing muscles of the face, cock-
ing his or her head to one side, consulting printed materials
near the computer, or otherwise betraying a state of puzzle-
ment, such as can be observable by another person, and which
corresponds to detectable information that is extracted from
the MIR signals. Accordingly, in step 806, the physiological,
posture, or movement parameter can be correlated to a pre-
diction of puzzlement.

In step 808, conditionally selecting a program execution
path can include activating a help function responsive to the
predicted puzzlement. For example, activating a help func-
tion can include activating verbose prompts. Verbose prompts
can thus provide additional help to aid the user in overcoming
his or her puzzlement.

Referring again to step 804, if a person is impatient, then he
or she can tap a finger, fidget, exhibit increased heart rate
and/or a staccato breathing motion, and so the extracted
physiological, posture, or movement parameter extracted
from the MIR signal may, in step 806, be correlated to a
prediction of impatience. Accordingly, conditionally select-
ing a program execution path can include selecting a path
intended to reduce the impatience of the person. For example,
terse prompts can be activated responsive to predicting impa-
tience, the terse prompts thus reducing processing and/or
interface time, and providing the person less reason for being
impatient.

According to some embodiments, it can be desirable for an
application to produce a target emotional state in a person,
such as in a computer game. For example, the program execu-
tion path selected in step 808 can include selecting game logic
responsive to the predicted emotional state. According to an
embodiment, the game logic can be selected to provide pre-
dicted emotional states including tension and release. Condi-
tionally selecting a program execution path in step 808
responsive to the predicted emotional state of the person can
include selecting a game difficulty level responsive to the
predicted emotional state.

According to embodiments, various movement, posture,
and/or physiological parameters can indicate different inputs
and be used to drive system response in different ways, or in
ways that are an interaction product of two or more move-
ment, posture, and/or physiological parameters. For example,
an explicit movement of a finger can be used to determine an
explicit intent to make a command gesture, while smaller,
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involuntary movements such as a tremor in the finger can be
used to infer a physiological and/or emotional state. Simi-
larly, posture can indicate a transitory mood, a disposition,
and/or an intent of a person. For example, a person taking an
aggressive stance can indicate an aggressive mood or, in
another context, can drive an aggression parameter in a com-
puter game. A prone posture can indicate relaxation, or in
another context, can drive a “play dead” parameter in a com-
puter game. A hunched over posture can indicate physical or
emotional distress. As may be appreciated, interpretation of
MIR information can be made context-sensitive, can be dis-
abled, and/or can be used to construct a user profile for future
reference.

The method described in conjunction with FIG. 8 can be
physically embodied as computer executable instructions car-
ried by a tangible computer readable medium. According to
embodiments, the method shown in FIG. 8 can be used in
apparatuses other than general purpose computers, such as
video gaming systems, entertainment systems, and/or other
systems that benefit from MIR input to electronic processing
functions.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an entertainment system 901
configured to adapt to personal preferences, according to an
embodiment. The entertainment system 901 includes a MIR
101 configured to probe a region proximate a media output
apparatus and output a MIR signal. The MIR signal can
include or consist essentially of MIR data. The MIR signal
can include a MIR image. A controller 902 is configured to
receive the micro-impulse radar signal from the MIR 101 and
select one or more program options responsive to at least one
of'a presence, movement or a physiological parameter corre-
sponding to one or more persons 112 in the probed region. For
example, the controller 902 can be configured as an audio
and/or video receiver. The MIR 101 can be separate from and
operatively coupled to the controller 902 as shown, or option-
ally the MIR 101 and the controller 802 can be integrated.

The controller 902 is configured to drive a media output
apparatus 912. The media output apparatus 912 is configured
to present media content according to the one or more pro-
gram options. For example, the media output apparatus 912
can include a television, a video monitor, one or more loud-
speakers, a portable audio device, a lighting system, and/or a
window treatment actuator. According to an embodiment, the
media output apparatus 912 can include a portable media
player carried by the person 112. One or more of the MIR 101
and the controller 902 can be thus be located remotely from
and operatively coupled to the media output apparatus 912.

The entertainment system 901 can include at least one
program source 908. Selecting at least one program option
can include selecting programming from a plurality of avail-
able programming from the at least one program source 908.
For example, the program source 908 can include an appara-
tus for receiving one or more streamed video and/or audio
channels, a tuner for receiving one or more television chan-
nels, local solid state or rotating drive media track storage, an
audio or video server, and/or a single- or multi-disc CD,
DVD, or Blue Ray player. One or more program sources 908
can optionally be integrated into the controller 902, or can be
operatively coupled to the controller 902 as shown. The at
least one program source 908 can optionally be integrated
into the output apparatus 912.

The controller 902 can include a microcontroller 904. The
entertainment system 901 can include at least one codec 906.
The codec 906 can optionally be integrated into the controller
902 as shown. The codec 906 can be operatively coupled to
the microcontroller 904. Optionally, the codec 906 can be
separate from and operatively coupled to the controller 902.
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According to an embodiment, the codec 906 can be integrated
into the at least one program source 908. According to an
embodiment, the codec 906 can be integrated into the media
output apparatus 912. Selecting at least one program option
can include selecting a codec 906 or selecting a codec oper-
ating parameter.

The entertainment system 901 and the controller 902 can
include one or more media output apparatus drivers 910. The
one or more media output apparatus drivers 910 can be opera-
tively coupled to the microcontroller 904 and to the at least
one program source 908. Selecting at least one program
option can include selecting a media output apparatus driver
910 or a media output apparatus driver operating parameter.
For example, the one or more media output apparatus driver
910 can include one or more signal amplifiers; and selecting
amedia output apparatus driver parameter can include select-
ing an amount of amplification. Optionally, selecting a media
output apparatus driver 910 operating parameter can include
selecting between two or more media output apparatuses 912,
which can include selecting both or more of the media output
apparatuses 912.

The entertainment system 901 can be operated in a one or
more of a variety of ways, according to embodiments.

For example, selecting one or more program options can be
performed responsive to presence of one or more persons 112.
This can include one or more of starting output of media
responsive to arrival of one or more persons in the probed
region and/or stopping or suspending output of media respon-
sive to departure of one or more persons from the probed
region.

Additionally or alternatively, selecting one or more pro-
gram options can be performed responsive to movement,
posture, and/or physiological parameter of one or more per-
sons 112. This can include selecting a program option set
responsive to detected movement, posture, or physiological
parameter corresponding to attentiveness to a media output
apparatus 912. For example, detected movement or posture
corresponding to a media output apparatus 912 can include
one or more of the one or more persons 112 approaching a
video display, moving to an optimum listening area in an
audio sound field, or remaining still in a viewing area of a
video display. Additionally or alternatively, the detected
movement or posture of the one or more persons 112 can
include a rhythmic movement of the one or more persons in
time with a rhythmic component of a media program. For
example, rhythmic movement can include one or more of
dancing, head bobbing, or toe tapping.

Additionally or alternatively, selecting one or more pro-
gram options can be performed responsive to detecting a
physiological parameter corresponding to one or more per-
sons 112. Such a physiological parameter can include a physi-
ological parameter corresponding to a response to media
content. Sensing of physiological parameters and changes in
physiological parameters is described above.

Selecting one or more program options responsive to
detected movement or a physiological parameter may, for
example, include one or more of increasing audio volume and
enabling a video output apparatus responsive to receiving a
MIR 101 signal corresponding to attentiveness. Additionally
or alternatively, selecting one or more program options
responsive to a detected movement, posture, or physiological
parameter of one or more persons 112 corresponding to atten-
tiveness to amedia output apparatus 912 can include selecting
and/or queuing additional program content having at least
one characteristic similar to program content played during
the detection of movement, posture, or physiological param-
eter corresponding to attentiveness.
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While particular aspects of the present subject matter
described herein have been shown and described, it will be
apparent that, based upon the teachings herein, changes and
modifications may be made without departing from the sub-
ject matter described herein and its broader aspects and,
therefore, the appended claims are to encompass within their
scope all such changes and modifications as are within the
true spirit and scope of the subject matter described herein.
Furthermore, it is to be understood that the invention is
defined by the appended claims. It will be understood that, in
general, terms used herein, and especially in the appended
claims (e.g., bodies of the appended claims) are generally
intended as “open” terms (e.g., the term “including” should
be interpreted as “including but not limited to,” the term
“having” should be interpreted as “having at least,” the term
“includes” should be interpreted as “includes but is not lim-
ited to,” etc.). If a specific number of an introduced claim
recitation is intended, such an intent will be explicitly recited
in the claim, and in the absence of such recitation no such
intent is present. For example, as an aid to understanding, the
following appended claims may contain usage of the intro-
ductory phrases “at least one” and “one or more” to introduce
claim recitations. However, the use of such phrases should not
be construed to imply that the introduction of a claim recita-
tion by the indefinite articles “a” or “an” limits any particular
claim containing such introduced claim recitation to inven-
tions containing only one such recitation, even when the same
claim includes the introductory phrases “one or more” or “at
least one” and indefinite articles such as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a”
and/or “an” should typically be interpreted to mean “at least
one” or “one or more”); the same holds true for the use of
definite articles used to introduce claim recitations. In addi-
tion, even if a specific number of an introduced claim recita-
tion is explicitly recited, those skilled in the art will recognize
that such recitation should typically be interpreted to mean at
least the recited number (e.g., the bare recitation of “two
recitations,” without other modifiers, typically means at least
two recitations, or two or more recitations). Furthermore, in
those instances where a convention analogous to “at least one
of' A, B, and C, etc.” is used, in general such a construction is
intended in the sense one having skill in the art would under-
stand the convention (e.g., “a system having at least one of A,
B, and C” would include but not be limited to systems that
have A alone, B alone, C alone, A and B together, A and C
together, B and C together, and/or A, B, and C together, etc.).
In those instances where a convention analogous to “at least
one of A, B, or C, etc.” is used, in general such a construction
is intended in the sense one having skill in the art would
understand the convention (e.g., “a system having at least one
of'A, B, or C” would include but not be limited to systems that
have A alone, B alone, C alone, A and B together, A and C
together, B and C together, and/or A, B, and C together, etc.).
It will be further understood by those within the art that
virtually any disjunctive word and/or phrase presenting two
or more alternative terms, whether in the description, claims,
or drawings, should be understood to contemplate the possi-
bilities of including one of the terms, either of the terms, or
both terms. For example, the phrase “A or B” will be under-
stood to include the possibilities of “A” or “B” or “A and B.”

With respect to the appended claims, those skilled in the art
will appreciate that recited operations therein may generally
be performed in any order. Examples of such alternate order-
ings may include overlapping, interleaved, interrupted, reor-
dered, incremental, preparatory, supplemental, simultaneous,
reverse, or other variant orderings, unless context dictates
otherwise. With respect to context, even terms like “respon-
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sive to,” “related to,” or other past-tense adjectives are gen-
erally not intended to exclude such variants, unless context
dictates otherwise.

While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments are contem-
plated. The various aspects and embodiments disclosed
herein are for purposes of illustration and are not intended to
be limiting, with the true scope and spirit being indicated by
the following claims.

2 <

What is claimed is:

1. A computer with micro-impulse radar feedback, com-
prising:

a display configured to display images to a person located

in a first region; and

a micro-impulse radar configured to probe a second region
to detect all or a portion of one or more individuals and
produce a micro-impulse radar signal;

aprocessing unit operatively coupled to the micro-impulse
radar to receive the micro-impulse radar signal and
operatively coupled to the display for controlling the
display, the processing unit including processing hard-
ware and an operating system configured to run one or
more application programs, the processing unit config-
ured to determine a predicted emotional state of the one
or more individuals at least partially from the micro-
impulse radar signal; and

wherein at least one of the processing hardware, operating
system, or application program is configured to read at
least a subset of information associated with the micro-
impulse radar signal and to conditionally select content
or characteristics of the images displayed on the display
responsive to the predicted emotional state, wherein the
selected content or characteristics of the images respon-
sive to the predicted emotional state are predicted to
produce a target emotional state.

2. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 1, wherein the second region is a portion of the first
region.

3. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 1, wherein the first region and second region are sub-
stantially coincident.

4. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 1, wherein the first region is a portion of the second
region.

5. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 1, further comprising:

a signal processor configured to receive signals or data
from the micro-impulse radar and to perform signal
processing on the signals or data to extract one or more
signals corresponding to at least one of human presence,
human movement, or human physiological processes.

6. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor is configured as a por-
tion of the processing hardware.

7. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor is embodied as software
operable to run on the processing unit.

8. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor includes dedicated
hardware and computer executable instructions operable to
run on the processing hardware.

9. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor includes Fourier trans-
formation hardware or software.

10. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, further comprising:
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a signal analyzer configured to receive signals or data from
the signal processor and to perform signal analysis to
determine, from the one or more extracted signals, vari-
able data corresponding to at least one of the human
presence, the human movement, or the human physi-
ological processes, the content or characteristics of the
images displayed on the display being controlled
responsive to the variable data.

11. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of

claim 10, further comprising:

an interface operatively coupled to the signal analyzer and
configured to output micro-impulse radar data including
the variable data corresponding to at least one of the
human presence, the human movement, or the human
physiological processes to the processing unit.

12. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor is integrated into the
processing unit.

13. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor is integrated into the
micro-impulse radar.

14. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 5, wherein the signal processor is configured to output
micro-impulse radar data corresponding to the at least one of
human presence, human movement, or human physiological
processes to one or more memory circuit or storage device
locations.

15. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 14, wherein the operating system is configured to read
at least a subset of the micro-impulse radar data at the one or
more memory circuit or storage device locations and respon-
sively adjust one or more operating system parameters.

16. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 15, wherein responsive adjustment of one or more
operating system parameters includes waking the operating
system from a sleep mode responsive to micro-impulse radar
data corresponding to human presence in the second region.

17. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 15, wherein adjustment of one or more operating sys-
tem parameters includes selection of terse prompts or fast
response responsive to micro-impulse radar data correspond-
ing to human movement or physiological processes charac-
teristic of impatience or urgency.

18. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 15, wherein adjustment of one or more operating sys-
tem parameters includes entering a sleep mode responsive to
micro-impulse radar data corresponding to departure of an
individual from the second region.

19. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 15, wherein adjustment of one or more operating sys-
tem parameters includes conversion of the micro-impulse
radar data into cursor movements.

20. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 15, wherein adjustment of one or more operating sys-
tem parameters includes conversion of the micro-impulse
radar data into computer pointer device commands.

21. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 14, wherein an application program is configured to
read at least a subset of the micro-impulse radar data at the
one or more memory circuit or storage device locations and
responsively adjust application program parameters.

22. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 21, wherein the application program is configured to
convert the micro-impulse radar data to program commands.
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23. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 21, wherein the application program is configured to
convert the micro-impulse radar data to one or more prefer-
ences selections.

24. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 23, wherein the one or more preferences selections
includes at least one of automated help, terse response, ver-
bose response, or magnification.

25. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 1, wherein the information associated with the micro-
impulse radar signal corresponds to a human physiological
process.

26. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 25, wherein the physiological process includes at least
one of heartbeat, perspiration or breathing.

27. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 25, wherein the processing unit is configured to corre-
late the physiological process to the predicted emotional state
of an individual.

28. The computer with micro-impulse radar feedback of
claim 27, wherein the operating system or application pro-
gram is configured to conditionally select a program execu-
tion path as a function of the predicted emotional state.

29. A method for controlling a computer, comprising:

receiving one or more micro-impulse radar signals from

one or more regions;
performing analysis on the one or more micro-impulse
radar signals to determine an emotional state of one or
more persons in the one or more regions; and

conditionally selecting an operation parameter of the com-
puter predicted to produce a target emotional state of the
one or more persons in the one or more regions respon-
sive to the emotional state.

30. The method for controlling a computer of claim 29,
wherein performing the analysis on the micro-impulse radar
signals includes determining at least one physiological
parameter corresponding to the one or more persons.

31. The method for controlling a computer of claim 30,
wherein the at least one physiological parameter includes at
least one of heart rate, perspiration, or breathing rate.

32. The method for controlling a computer of claim 30,
wherein the at least one physiological parameter determines
the physiological state of the person.

33. The method for controlling a computer of claim 30,
further comprising:

correlating the at least one physiological parameter to the

predicted emotional state.

34. The method for controlling a computer of claim 33,
wherein correlating the at least one physiological parameter
to the predicted emotional state includes:

correlating the physiological parameter to an autonomic

nervous system state; and

correlating the autonomic nervous system state to the pre-

dicted emotional state.

35. The method for controlling a computer of claim 29,
wherein selecting an operation parameter includes condition-
ally selecting computer program logic.

36. The method for controlling a computer of claim 29,
wherein selecting an operation parameter includes waking
portions of the computer when the one or more persons enters
the one or more regions.

37. The method for controlling a computer of claim 36,
wherein the computer is located in one of the regions.

38. The method for controlling a computer of claim 36,
further comprising, prior to waking the portions of the com-
puter, performing analysis on a sequence of micro-impulse

20

30

40

45

60

65

22

radar signals to determine a probability that the one or more
persons has an intent to use the computer.

39. The method for controlling a computer of claim 38,
wherein determining the probability that the one or more
persons has an intent to use the computer includes analyzing
movements of the one or more persons.

40. The method for controlling a computer of claim 39,
wherein the one or more persons is determined to have a high
probability of intent to use the computer when the one or more
persons enter a computer operating position or approach a
chair near the computer.

41. The method for controlling a computer of claim 39,
wherein the one or more persons is determined to have a high
probability of intent to use the computer when the one or more
persons near or reach for a computer keyboard or a computer
pointing device or near a computer display.

42. The method for controlling a computer of claim 29,
wherein selecting an operation parameter includes putting
portions of the computer in a sleep mode when the one or
more persons leaves the one or more regions.

43. The method for controlling a computer of claim 29,
further comprising:

analyzing movements of the one or more persons; and

wherein selecting an operating parameter includes entering
one or more software commands responsive to the
movements.

44. The method for controlling a computer of claim 43,
wherein the one or more software commands includes com-
mands to operate game software on the computer.

45. The method for controlling a computer of claim 44,
wherein the one or more software commands are selected to
drive virtual movements of one or more game entities corre-
sponding to the movements of the one or more persons.

46. An entertainment system configured to adapt to per-
sonal preferences, comprising:

a media output apparatus configured to present media con-

tent according to one or more program options;

a micro-impulse radar configured to probe a region proxi-
mate the media output apparatus that includes one or
more persons therein and output a micro-impulse radar
signal; and

a controller configured to receive the micro-impulse radar
signal, determine an emotional state of the one or more
persons at least partially based on the micro-impulse
radar signal, and select the one or more program options
responsive to the determined emotional state corre-
sponding to the one or more persons in the probed
region, wherein the one or more program options are
predicted to produce a target emotional state in the one
Or more persons.

47. The entertainment system of claim 46, further compris-

ing:

at least one program source;

wherein selecting one or more program options includes
selecting programming from the program source.

48. The entertainment system of claim 46, further compris-

ing:

at least one codec;

wherein selecting one or more program options includes
selecting a codec or selecting a codec operating param-
eter.

49. The entertainment system of claim 46, further compris-

ing:

one or more media output apparatus drivers; and

wherein selecting one or more program options includes
selecting a media output apparatus driver or a media
output apparatus driver parameter.
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50. The entertainment system of claim 49, wherein the one
or more media output apparatus drivers include one or more
signal amplifiers; and

wherein selecting a media output apparatus driver param-

eter includes selecting an amount of amplification.

51. The entertainment system of claim 49, wherein select-
ing a media output apparatus driver parameter includes
selecting between two or more media output apparatuses.

52. The entertainment system of claim 46, wherein select-
ing one or more program options responsive to presence
includes one or more of starting output of media responsive to
arrival of one or more persons in the probed region and
stopping or suspending output of media responsive to depar-
ture of one or more persons from the probed region.

53. The entertainment system of claim 46, wherein select-
ing one or more program options responsive to movement or
a physiological parameter includes selecting one or more
program options responsive to detected movement or physi-
ological parameter corresponding to attentiveness to a media
output apparatus.

54. The entertainment system of claim 53, wherein select-
ing one or more program options responsive to detected
movement or a physiological parameter corresponding to
attentiveness to a media output apparatus includes one or
more of increasing audio volume and enabling a video output
apparatus.

55. The entertainment system of claim 53, wherein the
detected movement corresponding to attentiveness to a media
output device includes one or more of the one or more persons
approaching a video display, moving to an optimum listening
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area in an audio sound field, changing orientation relative to
avideo display, or remaining still in a viewing area of a video
display.

56. The entertainment system of claim 53, wherein the
movement includes a rhythmic movement of the one or more
persons in time with a rhythmic component of a media pro-
gram.

57. The entertainment system of claim 56, wherein the
rhythmic movement includes one or more of dancing, head
bobbing, or toe tapping.

58. The entertainment system of claim 53, wherein select-
ing one or more program options responsive to detected
movement or physiological parameter corresponding to
attentiveness to a media output apparatus includes selecting
additional program content having at least one characteristic
similar to program content played during detection of move-
ment corresponding to attentiveness.

59. The entertainment system of claim 46, wherein the
micro-impulse radar and the controller are integrated.

60. The entertainment system of claim 46, wherein the
media output apparatus includes a portable media player car-
ried by the person.

61. The entertainment system of claim 60, wherein one or
more of the micro-impulse radar and the controller are
located remotely from the portable media player.

62. The entertainment system of claim 46, wherein the
physiological parameter includes a physiological parameter
corresponding to a response to the media content.
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